Earl Haig Secondary School
Post-colonial Literature; teacher: Mr. Ahumada
Students are encouraged to view as many other films related to this post-colonial literature course as they want.  However, a minimum of one other film will be required and students will write an evaluative essay on this additional film of their choosing.
In class (not available for this essay assignment)
	· Cry Freedom (1987)

	A film about South African activist Stephen Biko (Denzel Washington) and his friendship with a white, crusading newspaper editor, Donald White (Kevin Kline). The second half of the film is not as good as the first as it focuses on the escape from South Africa of White man and his family.

	· Gandhi (1982)


	This is a sweeping account of the life and times of Mohandas K. Gandhi. The struggle for independence from British rule and the eventual formation of two states – India and Pakistan – are covered. It is a film in the tradition of Hollywood epics and won eight Oscars. Ben Kingsley is wonderful as Gandhi. 

	· The Mission (1986)


	Jeremy Irons plays a Spanish Jesuit who goes into the South American wilderness to build a mission in the hope of converting the Indians of the region. Robert DeNiro plays a slave hunter who is converted and joins Irons in his mission. When Spain sells the colony to Portugal, they are forced to defend all they have built against the Portuguese aggressors.


Additional films from which students may choose

	· A Passage to India (1984)


	Tensions between Indians and the colonial British come to a boil when a white female tourist accuses a young Indian Doctor of rape during a visit to caverns. A study of colonial relations and the nature of memory. Based on E. M. Forster's novel.

	· Such A Long Journey (1998)


	This is a film adaptation of Rohinton Mistry’s novel that is quite true to the story. A bank clerk in Bombay faces conflict within his family and on his job. Slice-of-life drama during the 1971 war with Pakistan. Elegant, extraordinary performances detail the lives of ordinary people. 

	· Romero (1989)


	In El Salvador, the new bishop speaks out against the death squads and the terror campaign the government is using in an attempt to crush the guerilla war that is being waged against them. This is seen as disloyalty and the number of priests attacked goes up and even churches are shut down by the government. Based on a true story, Romero continues to oppose the violence as the stakes are continually raised.

	· The Official Story (1985)

	Alicia Marnet de Ibáñez is a high school history professor and a well-to-do housewife in Buenos Aires, circa 1983, after the fall of the "junta militar" that had taken over the government since 1976. She has a husband, Roberto, who is a successful lawyer and a five-year-old adopted daughter.


	· Missing (1982)


	Based on the real-life experiences of Ed Horman, this is the story of an American father of conservative background who comes to a South American country to search for his missing son, a political activist. Ed joins with his daughter-in-law Beth, who like her husband is politically polarized from the father, in prying through the bureaucracy and dangerous political intrigue in search of their son and husband. Little by little, the father comes to realize that his own beloved government is not telling him the truth.

	· Like Water for Chocolate (1992)


	A film of Laura Esquivel’s novel - a sumptuous fable set in the early part of the 20th century Mexico. Gives one a taste of the mystical and magical realism that will be found in One Hundred Years of Solitude.  

	· The Motorcycle Diaries (2004)
	Based on the diaries of the young Argentinean, Ché Guevara, before he becomes the well-known revolutionary as he and a friend take a road trip on a motorcycle throughout South America and discover their continent. A coming-of-age story in which a young man finds the world changing him and his discovering a call to change the world. 

	· Cry, the Beloved Country (1995)
	Based on Alan Paton’s novel set in South Africa in 1946. The film traces the stories of two fathers: a black, country minister who makes his first-ever trip to Johannesburg in search of his errant son and a wealthy, bigoted, white landowner who travels there to claim the body of his son.


	· The Namesake (2006)

	Based on Jhumpa Lahiri’s novel, it is a story about identity, assimilation, and family as the film depicts the struggles of Indian immigrants and their children in modern day New York and India.

	· Earth (1998) 
	The story is set in Lahore in the time period directly before and during the partition of India in 1947.  It depicts the struggles and tragedies that follow the partition of India as it cuts across religious, political, and ethnic lines (Wikipedia).  Many references to this event in both a Fine Balance and Such a Long Journey.  The effects of partition are extremely relevant in today’s political world.

	· The Last King of Scotland (2006)
	In 1970, the just-graduated doctor Nicholas Garrigan moves to Uganda to get rid of his conservative father. While working in a mission in the country, he meets the new President Idi Amin after the coup-d'é-tat that overthrow the former government. He is invited to become his personal physician in Kampala and along the years he sees how despotic his friend is (IMDB).

	· Mississippi Masala (1991)
Difficult to find
	An Indian family is expelled from Uganda when Idi Amin takes power. They move to Mississippi and time passes. The Indian daughter falls in love with a black man, and the respective families have to come to terms with it (IMDB).

	· Xala (1975)
Extremely rare, but worth it 
	It is the dawn of Senegal's independence from France, but as the citizens celebrate in the streets we soon become aware that only the faces have changed. White money still controls the government (IMDB).

	· The Great White of Lambarene (1995)
Extremely rare, but well worth it; check the TPL catalogue, or university libraries
	This film shows the complex nature of Dr. Schweitzer—1952 Nobel Peace Prize laureate—including his patronizing and arrogant attitude towards the Africans he is there to help and his deep devotion and love for them at the same time. You are forced to ask the question as to why people are missionaries. You are forced to ask why the colonial powers never appreciated the rich culture they were so intent on exploiting for their own ends (Wikipedia). 


IF YOUR CHOSEN MOVIE IS RATED “R”, PLEASE CONSULT YOUR PARENTS BEFORE VIEWING
If there is a film that you feel fits the course themes, please let me know.

Exercise

View the film, take notes and then write up an evaluation of the film. (You may not write your evaluative essay on one of the three films we are using in class!).     

Essay topic
"The purpose of any piece of literature, no matter what culture it was produced in, is to show us something we were previously unaware of.  Just as literature is a bridge connecting a life lived with a life not lived, so, too, all literature that is effective is a voyage into a previously untravelled world."  (Charles Larson in “Heroic Ethnocentrism - The Idea of Universality in Literature”) 

Considering film as merely a different form of “literary text”, how effective was the film you viewed for this post-colonial literature course in showing you some aspect of colonialism, its legacy, or neocolonialism?  

Approximate length: 1000 -1300 words.
Evaluation:
Media strand & Writing strand
Due date:

Other possible titles:

Chocolat (1988), Blood Diamond , Battle of Algiers, The Secret in Their Eyes (El secreto de sus ojos), Camp de Thiaroye, Indochine
